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[Forbes's account of Hindu festivals is not exhaustive They
may be classified as mythological, including the birthdays
(jayanti) of gods and heroes, as well as holidays in celebration
of events recorded in the Epics and Puranas, and astronomical,
marking the changes of the moon or of the seasons, eclipses,
and other natural phenomena To the former class belong
Rdmnavami, Rama's birthday, the 9th of Chaitra (Maich-
April), Janrnfishtaim, Krishna's birthday, the 8th of the dark
half of Shravan (July-August), Ganefachaturthi, Ganesa's
birthday, the 4th of Bhadrapad (August-September), &c
Along with these may be classed the Navaratra sacred to Devi,
the Mahd&ivaratra (not mentioned by Forbes) sacred to &va,
and occurring on the 18th of Magh (January-February),
and many others To the latter class also belongs the cele-
brated festival of Holi (not mentioned by Forbes) This
festival takes place on the full moon of Phalgun (March-
April), and is a regular saturnalia among the lower orders,
it represents the passing of the sun into the Vernal Equinox
The Sankranti festivals mark the passage of the sun or planets
from one sign of the Zodiac to another The most celebrated
are the Makara Sankrdnti on January 12, the day of the
transit of the sun at the Tropic of Capricorn
The Divah feast is one of the most important in Hindu life
It lasts from the 14th day of the second half of A^vm to the
2nd of Kartik It is a syncretism of several feasts, the most
important being those of the entrance of the sun into Libra,
the seventh sign of the Zodiac, the coronation of Rama, the
death of the demon Narakasura, and the deposition of Raja
Bali by Vishnu It is impossible, however, to enumerate all the
feasts and fasts which make up the life of the Hindu, each
with its appropriate vrata or ceremony The eleventh day
(ekdda&i) of each half month, and the dark night (amavasya)
are fast days, the full moon day (purnima) is a feast, and
so forth ]

